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of older DJs are playing great music from a bygone era
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my love of music was from the
"20s, ’30s and "40s, which was
the era that this radio station
was established for,” she says.

“It was one that brought
back memories of my parents
because Dad had his wireless
next to his chair and we lis-
tened to the dance bands, the
early jazz, the British dance
bands —the wonderful music
of that era that I still play
today.”

Ms Simmons says Golden
Days Radio plays a vital role
in the lives of many people.

“For many lonely, margin-
alised people that, perhaps,
have no one in their life or
they are living alone and may
not even communicate from
one day to another, the music
brings back happy memor-
ies,” she says.

“I think our front desk is
the most important role in
this radio station. I call them
our psychologists because
they’re there to listen to our
listeners.

“People telephone about
the music, how it has brought
back memories for them of
their parents, of their siblings,
where they were on the dance
floor, what dance hall they
went to —that’s been a won-
derful thing for me.”
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KEITH IRVINE, 86
RECEPTIONIST

When listeners call in to the
station, one of the calm, clear
voices they hear on the end of
the phone is Mr Irvine, a for-
mer Coles-Myer company
secretary and one-time presi-
dent of Epworth Hospital.

These days, he’s happy to
work in the background and
take calls. “Working with
Golden Days Radio is a true
love,” he says.

PROFESSOR RAMESH
RAJAN, 67

6PM TO 10PM SATURDAYS
The Monash University neu-
roscientist admits he thought
the station and its music was
for “old people”. He’s now
changed his tune.

“I'm an academic, so I do re-
search and I teach,” Professor
Rajan says. His area of interest
is how the brain works and
what it tells us about the world.

Professor Rajan is also
passionate about giving back
to the community, which also
sees him work as a volunteer
at Vision Australia and a soup
kitchen.

“This country’s been very
good to me,” he says. “We
came stateless (from India) in

1975 on a travel document
that allowed us one trip
and it was to Australia.”

The Glen Huntly stu-
dio of GDR 95.7fm is, he
says, his “happy place”.

“For four hours, you play
your music and, you know,
what could be nicer than
that?” he says.

For the presenters, what
matters most is what their
music means to the listeners.

“I'still remember vividly
during lockdown playing
some early English band
music and this lady rangin to
say that was the music to
which she and her husband
had danced 60 years ago,”
Professor Rajan says.

“He had died the previous
week. I've never forgotten that
because it made such a power-
fulimpact.”

CAROL FARMAN, 76
BREAKFAST THURSDAYS
Carol Farman is a high-flyer,
having worked as an air host-
ess with now-defunct airline
Ansett for more than a decade
before starting a family.

She met her advertising
executive husband when he
was a passenger and, after he
sold his agency, they bought
and ran what was then Victor-
ia’s largest conference centre.

Musicis in her genes.

“My brother, Mark Davis,
was an entertainer on tele-

| @s -Q'-SQ\.\\'\QCm“RMmS
. WMo .

vision in the '60s,” she says.

“He was in musicals and
was an entertainer, so the |
family loved music.

“Ilearnt classical piano
from the age of six, then the
flute, I sang classically, played
guitar ... we were all musical.”

PETE CLEMMENS, 79
BREAKFAST TUESDAYS
As the clock chimes at noon,
popular presenter Pete Clem-
mens’ morning shift has come
toanend.

The Vietnam veteran, who
was in the air force for 30
years, pokes his head out of
the control room. Up next is
eager “youngster” Domenic
LaRocca.

There s a flurry of con-
versation in the office about
plans for the next outside
broadcast - they do seven
oreightayear.

“What we do here is sup-
port the senior community,
and that’s needed more so
now than ever,” says Mr '
McLeod.

“But we are attractive
to all generations.
We're amulti-gener-
ational radio sta-
tion, not just for old
people.”
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LOOKING FOR A ROLE ? mMrMcLeod said the station needed a volunteer
IT/web manager, as well as a sponsorship expert to help keep the wheels turning. If you
are looking for a presenting role, you might just have to join the queue. For more
information call the station on 03 9572 1466 or visit goldendaysradio.com
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